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s we continue to explore the world of

nderwater video housings, we find
two important words are necessary for
making a proper video housing selection:
adaptability and reliability. AquaVideo
specializes in both and has done so since
1981. The company designs and manu-
factures housings for more than 100
completely different video cameras and
camcorders. AquaVideo's newest hous-
ing is the Model 6/CCD-V11 for the Sony
CCD-V11, Kyocera KD-5010, Nikon VN
9000 and Ricoh cameras.

The Sony CCD-V11 comfortably fits in-
to AquaVideo's six inch diameter hous-
ing, allowing enough room for an internal
battery pack. This makes a very compact
underwater video camcorder/housing/
lighting system for the sport diver.

The housing is made of high grade
%p@cmtmg PVC housings do not

_ ondensation and electrolytic
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cor- rosion

prob- lems some-
times asso- ciated with
aluminum Housings. The

AquaVideo housing is cylindrical be-
cause this shape is the most pressure re-
sistant, plus provides stability in the water.

The front and back plates are one inch
thick, clear, high grade acrylic. Each is
held in place with three catch and strike
stainless steel clamps. These look like
many other clamps but feature a spring
loaded security lock that prevents them
from popping open accidentally.

The back plate has a loupe that magni-
fies image size for easier viewing. This is
handy as the viewers on most camcord-
ers are small. The clear cover plates
allow easy viewing of the viewfinder and
controls as well as the entire inside of the
housing. If a leak should develop, it
would be seen immediately.

A dome port comes standard on all
AquaVideo housings. It can be easily
changed and is compatible with the port
system used on Ikelite 35mm housings.
Dome ports are used because AquaVideo
believes they provide sharper pictures
and offer the widest possible lens angle.
Included in the package price is a high
resolution wide angle lens converter. A
heavy duty black lens hood attaches to
the dome port with three stainless
screws. The housing can be set on this
hood without damaging the dome.

Each end plate is sealed against the
housing using special X-rings that are re-
cessed in a fully captured grove. When
the end plates are closed, the X-ring is
completely surrounded within the grove
and mated against the coverplate. Since
the end plates are completely clear, it is
easy to check the X-ring seal. Because of
its circular design and thick end plates,
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